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1,02 NINY "INAP 'YXNIAAKRE AN 'YNTEANKE DN YN DMK D'OY 'YV [NX IYY17

“And you shall make an Ark of acacia-wood, two and a half cubits its length, a cubit and a half its
width and a cubit and a half its height.” Shemos 25:10

The Baal Haturim points out that all the measurements of the |Inx (Holy Ark) are broken into half cubits.
This teaches us that anyone who learns Torah must break himself in the quest for understanding while
carrying himself in a humble fashion.

Perhaps we can illustrate the importance of practicing Anava (humility) in order to maintain our Torah
knowledge with a Gemara in b1 ndon on .n1 7. The Gemara says that R’ Yosef demanded that Rava
the son of R’ Yosef bar Chama explain to him the following pasuk.

“N'AN NIN2NI NN 7-X*70101 7-X*7N1 nannni ninn "aTani- He told him that if a person makes himself like
a midbar (wilderness) that is trampled by all, the Torah will be given to him as a gift. Since the Torah is
given to him as a gift he will have inherited it from Hashem and since he inherited it from Hashem he
will become great, however if he becomes haughty, Hashem will demote him. But, if returns to his
humility then Hashem will raise him up once again. The Ran explains that Rav Yosef had intention to
remind Rava to be “xnIa nn 79w” (exceedingly humble). That is why Rav Yosef asked him to explain
this specific pasuk which highlights the correlation between Torah learning and humility.

The Kli Yakar as well explains that the reason why the |InX is built in broken measurements is to remind
each and every one of us that we are missing something in the completion of our wisdom and we have
to strive to fill the gap. He makes a p1'7in the pasuk in lyov a;n> “X¥xnn |'*n nndn”’- wisdom is found in
the one who holds himself to be missing knowledge, not in one who views himself as a scholar who
has already accomplished his goal. "0Tx 720 ™i%n Don INTR’- “Who is wise? Someone who learns from
all mankind.” Says the miwn in 7 719 niax '719. One who feels that he is lacking understanding and still
has what to learn; he is the wise man.

This is what it takes to grow in our Limud HaTorah and relationship with Hashem. We must break
ourselves through fighting to gain true understanding all the while acting with humility. When we can
admit that we don’t know everything and that we are not in control, we can begin to truly learn and
understand the Torah and its wisdom.



