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Parshas Matos-Maasei / 'von-nion nw1o

2:7 727N T NIX WX 12T AT KXY IRW 127 nionn 'wxY R nwn T

“Moshe spoke to the heads of the camps to / of the Bnei Yisroel saying, this is what Hashem has
commanded” Bamidbar 30:2

Rashi explains that we learn from this pasuk that Moshe Rabbeinu was n'®'w17 112> j77n by teaching
them first, and only afterwards continuing to teach the rest of Bnei Yisroel. Rashi continues to explain that
it was in this same order that Moshe gave over all of the commandments to the nation, and the reason
why the pasuk mentions this fact specifically over here is to teach us that 0311 nann (the annulment of
vows) is done by a nnmin T'n'. The Ramban argues on Rashi as he explains that this Parsha was taught
specifically to the n'x'w, the 78w mdN, because these n'y7in needed to remain hidden from the simple
folk so that they would not act carelessly with regard to oM. The Ramban continues to further his point
by explaining that DT nnn is a 1*on nwn? Nd7n that was given over n'nMa (in code) within the secrets
of the Torah so that only someone who is worthy will be able to discern it's pertaining laws. The wnwi 1ixn
adds like the Ramban that only someone who meets great requirements has the right to utter a nyiaw and
so fittingly, Moshe gave over this Parsha of niviawi oam (vows and oaths) exclusively to the n'x'w.

The wiTn D"Nin 1IX brings out the 717nn of the Ramban in beautiful fashion. He explains that
Hashem did not wish to write an open pasuk describing o™ i (the annulment of vows), so that we do
not degrade the severity of a 17T. That's why only the n'm>n who can understand the different nuances
within the 01T of D' M NN were made privy. But in front of the masses this door of DT AN remains
locked and they are to follow the directive of the pasuk “nwyr ron xx'n 73> N1 7N K77, This is why the
pasuk states that Moshe taught these n'2'T exclusively to the niuonn 'wxY who were the 7x 1w '721ma and
were able to hear the complete commandment. But to the rest of Bnei Yisroel, Moshe said *1aTh nt~,
they did not hear the full commandment as did the nionn 'wx), rather #7127 N1 this is the LAW, and they
were unaware of the A\n'n which was “'xa n19” (see 50 ‘on |I'72 D' 'Payvnn), said over N 78 to the
nionn 'wx.

However we learn the pasuk, the severity of niiawi oM remains utmost. One must not violate his
word and therefore we must weight our thoughts carefully before speaking them aloud. Especially in this
period of time known as nxnn |, the Three Weeks, as we mourn the [271n (destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash) which as we know was destroyed due to n1'n nxaw or lack of sensitivity towards our fellow T'x.
This includes yan 1w, slander, and all types of pejorative towards our peers. This timely Parsha of 0™
teaches us how careful we must be to guard our tongues from evil speech and think before we talk. Our
speech wields tremendous power; with it we may build and through it we may ni?wi on destroy.



