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“Hashem said to Avram, go from your land from your birthplace and your father’s house” Bereishis 12:1

The Mishnah in Pirkei Avos states that Hashem tested Avraham Avinu ten times and that
Avraham passed them all with flying colors. There are many opinions as to which particular events the
ten challenges consist of. The Bartenura for example, contends that the first test was when Nimrod
tossed Avram into a fiery furnace and the second test occurred at our current standpoint, when
Hashem commanded Avram, "x1xn 37 77",

Rashi on the words 17 77 explains that Hashem was commanding Avram to go for his own sake
and for his benefit; “qnaiv2 ynxan”, for the pasuk continues ~21ma a7 qwynI” — “I will make you into a
great nation”. The question is, that most authorities explain that the command of 77 717 was meant to
test Avraham Avinu. If so, why would Hashem list all of the good that He planned to shower upon
Avram at the completion of the journey? Perhaps we can answer through the words of the Rambam in
nimwnn wn'a. The Rambam counts the ten tests slightly differently than the other commentators. The
Rambam agrees that 17 77 was a test; in fact the Rambam holds that 77 77 was the first test that was
thrown Avram’s way. The Rambam continues that the second test was that upon Avram'’s arrival in the
Land of Canaan, he found the land to be in the midst of a great famine. This was after Hashem had
promised Avram 71T 127 YWYNI”, in return for his complying with the command of 17 77. The words of
the Rambam are 7172 |01 n11” — “This was a great test”. According to the Rambam, we can understand
the test of 17 77. Even though Hashem promised Avram a great reward, the challenge of 1777 was a
set-up of sorts, a lure, if you will, leading up to the even greater test of “yaxa 2y ‘a1~

This answers our question if we view these first two niiroa as being somewhat connected, a one-
two punch. However, it does not suffice as an explanation as to why 17 17 itself could be considered a
test. It must surely have been hard for Avram to abandon his homeland (friends), birthplace and
father’s house (family) to set off towards an unknown land, but with the promise of such a great reward
waiting for him upon his arrival, what was the question? Of course Avram would go for it. Remember,
the promise came from Hashem, and Avraham Avinu was the inventor of monotheism. Avram knew
and believed without a shadow of a doubt that Hashem’s promise would be fulfilled.

The nnin 7w n1'vn answers with a fundamental concept. The test of 77 77 was not for Avram to
overcome the emotional trauma of leaving home. To the contrary, Avram may have delighted that
Hashem had come down from on High to command him to skip right out of his idolatrous town.
Rather, Avram'’s test was that even though he knew that he would be rewarded for his efforts, he still
undertook the journey solely for the sake of fulfilling "1 1x1 —The will of Hashem, without allowing an
ulterior motive (which Hashem Himself had built in to the command), to divert him from serving
Hashem n7w a7a.

Perhaps the hardest tests are found within ourselves. Our internal struggles, not only to do the
right thing, but as we see in this week’s Parsha, even as we do "1 |1¥7, it is imperative to ensure that we
are doing the mitzvos strictly for the purpose of fulfilling Hashem’s will and not for our own personal
gains. The physical reward may or may not be granted. But even if we do know that we will be
rewarded for our good deeds, our focus should still be that we are doing it because Hashem said so.
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